
BOTSWANA SAFARI and MWANDI VOLUNTEERING - MARCH 2023 
 

BOTSWANA SAFARI 
 

Day 1: Tuesday, March 28 - Early morning pick up in Livingstone. Transfer to the 
Botswana border. After crossing and a quick lunch in Kazungula, drive the 3+ hours to 
Elephant Sands. 
 
NOTE: BECAUSE AVAILABILITY AT ELEPHANT SANDS IS LIMITED, A DEPOSIT 
MAY BE REQUIRED.  FOR DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT PAULA VAN ZYL AT 
paula.winland@gmail.com  
 
DAY 2: Wednesday, March 29 -  Elephant Sands 
https://compasszambia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Elephant-Sands.pdf 
and 
search TripAdvisor  
 
DAY 3: Thursday, March 30 - Early morning breakfast – Transfer to Jackalberry Chobe 
Lodge.  https://jackalberrychobe.com 
Lunch.  Afternoon River Safari in Chobe National Park 
 
DAY 4: Friday, March 31 – Early morning game drive in Chobe National Park. 
Breakfast at Jackalberry Chobe Lodge.  Transfer to the border and over the border.  
 
Transfer to Livingstone via Local Taxi  
OR  
Transfer to Mwandi Village 
 
DAY 5 & 6:  Saturday, April 1 and Sunday, April 2 - Volunteering Mwandi Village  
 
DAY 7:  Monday, April 3 - Transfer to Livingstone  

 

 
Costs 

Total price per person with Mwandi Volunteering twin sharing  USD $1730.00 
    
Total price per person for Botswana safari only twin sharing USD $1,580.00 
 

• Includes all transport, accommodations, meals, game drives, river cruise, park 
entry fees. 

• Does not include personal drinks, snacks, visa for Zambia, Covid testing if 
required, taxi from the border to Livingstone. 

_______________________ 
 



MWANDI VOLUNTEERING Information provided by Paula Van Zyl 
       
Our major focus is building African Huts with proper iron roofs for the AIDS orphans and 
their elderly caregivers in the village. We can build on a hut on the weekend. 
 
Let me explain the importance of this. First, it is Lozi custom that the orphans left behind 
(and there are many!!) are cared for by their grandparent (usually only one of them is 
left) or the nearest living relative, aunt, uncle whoever. They do NOT believe in putting 
the children in an orphanage. The Lozi tribe (who we live and work with and for) are 
very traditional. They want to keep their culture alive, and placing the children with 
extended families guarantees this. This means that the houses we build are for these 
families and the elderly relative who is caring for up to 8 to 10 children whose parents 
are both dead, almost always due to AIDS.  
 
The huts they now live in are all in danger of collapsing.  Some have already done so, 
or they are just too small for the number of people now needing to live in them. We work 
as fast as we can in the dry season and have a staff member who works alongside our 
volunteers, as well as the family including the children when they are not in school.  
 
In the rainy season we carry on, but naturally the rains slow us down. The entire 
community is behind us 100% as we are the only ones to do this work. Our work is in 
great demand as there are hundreds of families who are in desperate need. It’s actually 
very rewarding and great fun, as you get to know the people who you are building for 
and see up close how they live and the everyday problems they face. Not to mention 
the experience of building a “real” African hut.  Anyone can help, no matter what the 
age; there is a job for everyone. We also build for any disabled people no matter if they 
have children or not.  
 
Also, we built a community school directly in front of our property.  It now has  more 
thank 370 students from pre-school to 4th grade.  School is not in session on Saturday 
or Sunday, but we can give visitors a tour.  
 
If you wish to bring anything for the school, please contact me, and I’ll let you know 
what is needed there and give you some pointers on what to bring out. Since it is a 
community school, not every student can pay the PTA fees, but we must pay the 
teachers and supplies and keep the school going as well as keep building each year, so 
any monetary donations are always welcome no matter how small. The school was built 
with donations from many donors, and we are very proud of it. We plan to expand each 
year adding another classroom until we get to the 9th grade. 
 
If people  want to attend a local church on Sunday, we can also take them. We have a 
low key (for Zambia) church next door.  The service is only a bit over one hour, and it's 
very nice to see. They speak English in all of the churches, and the choirs are amazing. 
It is a big part of village life. 
 
 



Accommodations: 
 
Mwandi Camp has 3 ensuite dorm-type rooms with tile floors, fans, mosquito nets, and 
comfortable beds.  
 
One room sleeps 10, one 6, and one 4. They were designed to ensure privacy. They all 
have a door that goes from the sleeping area to the bath area. In that area there is an 
enclosed shower with its own door, a large closet area with the sink, and at the other 
end the enclosed toilet again with its own door, so if someone is showering, the toilet 
and sink are apart and private. 
See photos on https://compasszambia.com  
 
With questions, for more information, or to reserve a place, please contact 
Paula Van Zyl  
Chairperson  
 
HOME FOR AIDS ORPHANS  
A Zambian Registered Nonprofit NGO 
Mwandi Western Province  Zambia 
+ 260 97 8090819 
 
COMPASS ZAMBIA   
A California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation 501C3  
WhatsApp + 1 760 801-4462  
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